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Maria Theresa was as distressed by this prospect as
she had been by the news of Frederick's treaty with
France. Before she saw Robinson, she may not have
known that he as well as Lord Hyndford had visited
Frederick in Silesia, and it is certain that she had not
heard of Hyndford's famous interview with the young
King of Prussia. England had been her one great hope.
She still judged international political situations rather
too simply, and she had firmly believed that she could
continue to count on England's support, for she realised
that, as Elector of Hanover, George II. would disapprove
of the increasing power of his Prussian neighbour. She
was aware, furthermore, of the " inveterate antipathy "
between Frederick and his uncle, George II.

Maria Theresa failed to appreciate that after the
battle of Mollwitz, Frederick's prestige had already
increased to such an extent that England's attitude was
bound to change. George II. did not feel that he could
afford to remain too friendly with Austria when half of
Europe was already against her and the Pragmatic
Sanction. Soon afterwards, England signed a " treaty
of neutrality " with Prussia, and officially refused to
help her further. Maria Theresa was not only shocked,
but hurt as well.

By August, when England by her " neutrality " had
virtually joined Maria Theresa's adversaries, she was
surrounded by enemies, and Russia, who might have
come to her assistance, was at war with Sweden. Maria
Theresa, therefore, reluctantly agreed to make certain
concessions to Frederick. She offered him the Austrian
Netherlands, and finally a part of Silesia as well.

In the meantime, the French troops were already
crossing the Rhine and Charles Albert of Bavaria was
marching into Upper Austria with his army. On